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CAST GF © CHARACTARS 





WILLIaM MORRIS ....e. Minister lead. Dressed Ordinary street or oe 
business clothes. Do not dress like a minis te: 





sItaS BLACK esceeese Character hevy, bout tift years old, dr a 
neat and played straight. | oe 

3 ola 

TEADDEUS TOMPKINS ...Charceter couedy heavy, church Deacon chin $s 
piece 


BUD JENEINS 1.62008 COMEDY age in twn ties, dresses flashy,and 
plays fast. see 


LOUISE VSRNON ...+.. Emotional ead a 
JOSEPHINS JONSS ..., Soubrette but for the love of ike don't play 


x 
: 
oe 


in short dresses us she is a marriegele age 
Kat's nicce ape 


ase. 


MatILDA GRIMES ..ee. Character, widow, must be played very Beet. : 


Not old maidish, although she borders on th: 
in the first act. Minister's hous ekee per, 





TIME...Any time, PLACH...e. AMY place. FIRST ACT.... Today. 
SHCOND ADT..e.e. One wee< later, THIRD ACT...+... Me Month later. — 
FOURTH aCT..... Me day later. | 


SCENE PLOT 


ACT ONE. <@iXterior gerden. G:rden well up st,age, set house 
RU gete in wall C tree C with bench around it, benchs down R 
and I Bome of Matt. 


ACT TWO. Same as Act One 


ACT THREE. Interior---home of Silas Black. Table and two Chairs 
C desk and chair down R sore down + doors 2 and | door in flat ZL 

C wimiow in flat R C book case up C if possibile heave sate on | 
Stage. With electric lights very niece effect have about six inches 
around dial cut out fasten electric wires to two files, in darkness — 
és you supposedly burn through safe, tou ch files together. pa 

ACT FOUR. Interior of Matilda's home. C DF table sndtwo Chairs © 

€ fire place and roccxer 1, sofa down R book case i, U desk RU 

hat rack in hall out from ¢ D) 


ee allowed to elaborate seitings as suits the stage 
aveilable----but mostly to the poc st book of the Hangger, lLeuve 
the play to an all wise pro¥idence, Be 22 
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"“THS INFIDEL" 
BY 
SGT. JOHN EHaIsSsR. 


ACT ONE 
(At vise Miniater seated bench © reading Joe enters from house 


Smeeke up behini, placing both hands over book minister looks up 


but not behind, ot noticing who it ie, mile, pause) (pute both hands 
Over hers} There is only one pair of hands Like this in 411 the world. 
Joe 
I em beginning to believe you are human efter all. 
Wins 


Whet mekes you think that? 
J0@ 
CheemeI doen't Knows 


(texes her hands, lifts her arms from around him and brings her to 
his eide) Meyve if you were to look at m you could tell«-<-- 
J 06 
(eyes downcast) That's just the trouble. 
Min 


shat? 
JO0@ 
uhy---wh when you lock «t m my heart gsts to thumpin like a 18908 
Foré goin' up a steep grade on nigh. 
Min 


(strokes her hair) Little girls sho ldn't be playing that game, Joe. 
Let's sec whet shall I say? Better throw on the brakes ani travel 
on low. 


Joe 
(rises) Oh you make me sick. 
iin 
why, Joos 
JOE 


Imejgn ite You been here goin on three months now aon evebofyd syas 
you ere ae human icicle, 
Min 
Everybody Joe? 
Joe 
(locke at peeve the eye) Oh .el1l1, I meane--the gitle all say so. 
n 


(smiles) Oh. 
JO 

Perecn, why don't you git married. 
Min 


Well, ,CXu see Gll the girs] I'd have I can't get, and all those I 
eee” why the devil hingelf’ woudn't have. (smiles playfully smiling 
roadly 


Joe 
(angrily stamps foot) Ohi I think you're just the most meanest, the most 
idin | 


(rises takes her hands, prevents her from goin: on) Here, here! 1 
cidn't ma that the way it sounded, not for you anyway. I wouldn't 
hurt your leelings for anythin: 1 the world. I think you ure swestest 
mos% loveable little girl. 
Joe 
oe —— away) I'm not a little giml. Do you know how old 1 am 
Seventeen, 
) Ne g0ing on eighteen, thatts whee Sef 
I a 








(% 


iin 2 
Why, you're almos + & young lady. 
"Yee 


Almost? (in scorn)-Its ebout time you were waking up to the fact that I 


e 


7 “in 
You will always be & little girl to me Joa. 
Joe 
I don't want to be a little girl to anybody, much less to you. I'm 
grown up, I am and if you éan't see it there are lots others who will. 
4in 


(sur prised) Joe! 

Joe 
I mean every word of it. I am getting tired of being little-girld 
ani made over as if I was a baby. I've got a heart and I've got feelin’ 
Don't nobody seem to umerstanmi me abit. Yousay 1 an prett and 
seet, and lovable, but that's all the good it does me. I t don't happen 
in the story books that way and I, end I---I just hate you---I just hate 
everybody (runs int heen 
Mi 


n 
(shakes head! Guess I'm not much of a ladies man. (exits a I 


(Theddues enters R 2 am Bud enters LY both maxe for house, both get to 
door at same time, both try to enter same time, back out and try again 
then back out and tum, look at each other in disgust, then try 
to enter again, back out glare at each other) 

Thad 
Well, of all the lunk headed fcols--- 

ud 

Solid ivory evexy” neh (starts to enter door as Thad does same, both 
back out ) 

That 
(sputterin) Ye cantankerous ingnoramous. air ye goin to let me 
enter that door? «air ye or air ye not? 

Sut | 


I think the air will do us both good. 


Thad 
You haven't changed one bit, Bud Jenkins. ‘You're jest e big a fool as 
SVer. = 

Ba 
My dear Thad-- 

The td 


Don't ,ou Thad me. you young imp of satan. When you address me, 
youwill call me by my porper tiltle---deacon, 3 

Bud 
eat Deacon! Well may angel Garbrial weep. (teels Thad's sho Jder 
blades 


} _ Thadd 
what air ye doin’ that for? 


Bud 
I wanted to find out if you had any wings & sproutin, 
Thad 


(jerks away) Ye can't make fun of me, ye denatured young r.pscallion! 
Ye've been away to the city night on to foumyears and ye come back 
merrier than ever as the good books ays; ye jest can't change 
the leepard's spots. 

Bud 
(strokes Tha&éds beard imitates goat) 


Thad 








3 
Thad , | 
“i (almost Speechless knocks hand awsey) Stop it! Sotp it. I Saye ¥e can' 
= make fun of me that way. 
Bud 
4n 014 skate like you a deaconof the church--- 
| Thad 
Enough siri When the chureh conferred upon me that hono re-- 
Bud 
the water ran up stream to get awey from itself. 
thad 
when Ghe chu reh Ame eres ‘upon me that honor--- 
: Sud 
Don't please, I've got a cracked lip. 
Thad , 


What* that got to do with it? 
Bud 

You might make me laugh. 
ihad 


(engry shakes fist in Bud's face) ‘e allers could git on my nerves, ye 
no account ci y dude, if I wasn't a man of God, I'd--- 


Mat 
(enter from house) “und sakes Deacon! ha e ye plumb zone on yost your 
senses? 
Bud 
$ Not yet, but soon. 
iat 


Why, Bud Jenkins how are ye? ‘shakes hams) I'm plumb delighted to 

seo youe fwihen did ye git back home? 
Bud 

Got in last night. Gee, “attie; you're prettier than a Missouri holiyhock 
Mat 


(laughs) You're the same flatterer Bua. 


 Phad 
He eallers was a4 lady killer. 
Bud 
(imitates zo at) 
Thad 
(doubles fist) 
Mat | : 
Deuco , how dure (ou? . 
Bud 
4n in the presence of a lady. 
Mat 


Deacon, I think an explanation is due, 
ud 


B 
(aside) 1f he told it straight they'd send him to jail. 
Thad 
(stemmering) Me and Bud hes been havina little talk, Matilda, an 
some of the language he used riled me beyond the holdin in pint. I 
wasn't meanin’ to cost any insinuatio.s. If I said anything I teke 
it back. 
Mat 7 
(smiles sweetly) | knew you wold. ‘*ou see Bud, Thaddeus has jest 
: been elected a Deaon in our church and kbs soetimes forgeis himself, 
Ca Bud 
— (glares at Bud) Its a powerful job to hold on to yerself at all times, 
le tilda. 
Bud 


Yes, Iknow a feller over 





“ay 


ceting horse Meat. — 


SI. = 


in Peris who choked to deat), 





Thad 
Low was that Bud? 

Bud 
He took e big mouthful an as he started to swallow some teller at the 
next table hollered who0a--- 

Thad 
a (long puase strokes beard puzzled Matilda laughs) I don t exactly see--- 
Bud 


Or course not Deacon. You see this was a wild horss, aan stun enters 
from houseand Bud stares at her) Am, and the girl--- 

Thad 
What's the giv go to tod with it? 

Bud 


Sell, you see, the horse---(dJoe turns up nose at him) tumned up her nose 
at him, and--- 
Thad 
sir ye plumb carzy air do ye texe us fur & peir Oi-~ 
Bud 
I always stay on a pair. 
Mat 


Fo lam sakes, Bud. 
Sud 
No, no Lcame over here to see the parson, and---(Joe smiles at him) 
she sm les at him, and and--- 
Thad 
He's crazy as « bed buge 
‘Bud 


And end---(stops ani stares all turn and ses Joe laugi ami Bud wipes 
sweat aside) Aint she a peach? 


Thad 

Who, the horse? 
Bud 

No, you flat heeds Mattie, intorduce me quick. 
Met 


Shaw, Bud you don't need no introduction to tht girl. 
Bud 

Don't I? Great be Liles of red ink! (wiees sweat) 
int 


Do you know who = is JOG. 
. oe 
Huh! Guess I do its old Bud Jenkins dressed up like a city dude. 
Bud 
(staggers X)right in solar plexus 
Thad 


(laughs ) 
Bud 
(imitates goat, = quickly sobers up glares) 
+ 


| And do you m an to tell me, Bud Jenkins, you don't know who this is? 
Bud 


‘ I don't number no queens among my acquaintances, 
*had 
. Ceptin rare nights &t the club. 
’ Bud 


(starts to speak only groans) 
Mat 


i 


Wh,, Bud, this is little Josie Jones, my sister Ceurrie's--- 
Bud 
Well, of all the transfor mations, transfiguartions, \rangmigeati ons~~~. 


ou don’ t tell me ae T I am Certai 
J nly delizhte 
ss d to See 
| JOu Jo 


(to Joe hend outstretch) | 
d06 

(both hands behind back cooly) Miss Jones if you please. 
Thad ) 


| (Laughs ) 

Bud 

(turns quickly imitates goat, then back to Joe) aw, see here -eaches--- 
Joe 


Den't you peaches me, Bud Jenkins, 4 sint your psaches, apples, 
pears nor anything 


Bud 

I take it all back, honey bunch. 
Joe 

You must think I'm smemthng good to eat. 

- Bud 

Youare, little one, why little girl} you're-- 
Joe 

Stop it! Stop it, or I'll just scream, that's twice in the same place. 
Bud 

what? 
Joe 


That little girl stuff, I'm not a little giml, i'ma young lady. I'm 
seventcen yeers old, soon be Bighteen ani I'm nota little girl. 
Bud 


Wot « querrel on earth bunide, eighteen is the age that suits 6 
io exactly. 
598 
Euh! a lot of good its goin te do you. I never did like you you always 
used to pull my hair, and- 
Bud 


I'm S Oorrye 
356 
“yn call ms stub nosed, and--- 
- Bad 
But that was long ago. 
Joe 
And freckle faced, end--~ 
Bud 
aw, have e heart little girl--- 
Jo6 
jbeyous control stamps foot}; Oh you you big you big you big hicke 
rusn dir L vu) 


Thed 
(laug bs ) 
, Bud 
(puckers mouth imitates goat, stops looks afte Joe exits L U) 
Qhsdo Mat 
I never saw Bud act so queer before. 
Thad 
| Some women folks cen have a right powerful queer effect upon some men, 
fe tis ti 1d Ge 
= Mt 


“uybe so Deacon, but I never could undrstand ho. men co 1d ma-¢ such 
fools of themselves over women as they do sometimes. 
: Thad 
Ly Its according to the women Matilda. 
Mat 


Besides Joe is only & little girl. 
Thad 


Love aint no respector af age when the lOve bug bites hile ti 
| | elWlda, 


6 
| Mat 
(laughs andegigtzes- don't giggle) Did that love bug ever bite you deacon 
Je Thad 
I lowed as how it has. Its socxed its stinger way down c¢@ep in--- 
(hand over heart) 
Joe 
(enter L U X tnd exit & U) My gigzard!---what an erve that man's 
got. (times to the secon both speeches blend ints one) 
Mat 
what were you saying Deacon? 
The 


I low as how Joe’s jest about knoeked it out of myhead. 
Mat 


You weretalking about some kind of a bug. 

Thad 
(both look et each other, gigsie, move a little closer) I low as 
how I was. 

Mat 
A love bug deaon. 

Thad 
The swectest little bug in all creation, the temderest, the truest, 
the moste-- 


Bud 
(tners IL U imitates goat) Wheh way didshe go? 
Met 


She? Who? 
Bud 
The angel. 
Mat | 
Well of al11 creation, Bud Jenkins, will you tell what's the matter with 
Jy Oe 
Bud 
(leoks off 2) Oh there she is now, love bag Mattie love pug. (exit RU) 
Thad 


(wipes sweat almost staggers down bench C) Oh, what's the use? 
Mat 


(half to self and bhelf to Thad) ow whet does that boy know about 


love bugs. 
Thad | 
— got a hustle on Her once in his life an thats mighty new fer 
h 
Madtdl 
Buld 1tbdldydl @idlibdl drdidl Rial dbG] 406401 Gbdidl didhdbapit dhdhdndiadee rad. 
11d1d1d1d1d1a%414d1 


holbhatd ha) nee tdhdld 248 dean) Abdndiaidl dLibalénk 
t 


Why, Deacon, Bud wiliways was « hustler. 
Thad 

But it allers was the wrong kind of hustlin. It didn't get him nowwhere 
Hat 


Se thet as it, be does wear stunnin_ clothes an his manner. air 
perfectly elegant. . 


Thad 
Humph! fhat eint nothin' any dude kin do that. 
Mat 
oy Maght pay & lot of men I know if they was to be a little more dudish. 
Thad 


‘(looks at her, st@wokes beard) What I'd like to know igs what he's 
been doin in the city «11 the time he's been there, he's got lots of 
Spendin money on them there clothes, 


= — = ot = = 


Ke Wears 2 heap 8 ig ht +0 


—— oa ae a 





(joen entes 23 ad X ani exit IL U head held high as she reaches ¢ Bud 
ent ers roping, after her neither look R or y ) (Thad imitates goat 
c 


as he gets L By the way, Matilda, did yé Know that Louise Vernon has 
come home, 
c Mat 
You don't say: wWhene 
Thad 
“esterday mornin on the nine a M train. 
. bie. > 


i wond r what she was doin in the city all thist ime? 
That's what we'd all like to know. f 


Lat | 
i*ve allers lowed as how it was @ angerous iur young girls to go 
to the city alone, | 
thad 
Specially some eps I know of, 


Do you thirk Deacon--- 
Thad 

L eint thinkin at all. SilasBlack wus over to see her and so wus 

Hethen Green but she won't tell 'em a thing as to why she went an 

what she did, I tell you ik tilda, it all lLovkg mighty suspicious t me, 
Mat 

I'll call up Sare Meechin on the phone, I'll bet she'll know &il about it 
Thad 

its already creatin a heap of talk 
Mat 


De ye thi there be & scandal? 
Thad 
fT eint sayin nethin, but T do <noW & Gertain travelin man thet went 
-© the city jest about the same time She did, 
Mz % 
(gasps) “end sake! Ye don't Say so? 
Thad 
ft allers did thirk that ther. girl wasn’t jest wheat she let on to be, 
Mat 
“6Gin" as how the ragsin she's had. 
Thad 
and nogne knows who her daddy or mammy was, 
TRBP Mad 
W6ll, that aint nothin &g&in the girl, Deacon. I'm goin’ to call Sara 
end find out what she knows. (starts te house) 
Silas 
(enter LU) Good aftemoon Metilda, Howdy Deacon (both reply) I just 
cume Over to see the minister is he home? 
Mat 
Ee's about the place Souewhere. I think he's dom in the orchard 
readin' a book, | 
Thad 


I'll go git him fer ye Silas (exit Rl) 

be Silas 

= thanks. whet do you think of our new Deacon, Metilda? 
it 


Ma 
Lumsh? I might answer like Joe an say he's ail right Only he needs 
fixin'. (both laugh) 
S Silas : 
? Oh of course he isn't an angel, but he's a God tearing mean and Kee ps 
= Very level heed. P 
Met 


Whieh aint Sayint Overly much, 


} 


fx 


LA 


Silas 
and whet do you think of our new minister? 
Mat 


i thi k he's just perfectly grand. 
villas 


~-h uh, but do you think he é@cts and talks the Way a trae minister should? 
Mat 

Just perfectly grand. 

| ~Lllas | 

Sut the way he dresses, doesn't look like a minister at all. 
Mat 


Don't you go to worryin ebout the elothes. Jest you 100z% and see Whet's 
inside them clothes. Ye never kin tell how far a frog can jump 
by the length of his ears, 

Silas 
Nevertheless, we the trustess of the church have been talking the matter 
Over and we are 2o0ing to come to sone und ors tanding. 

et 
Be careful Silas, Brother Morris undrstands Vor rapidly 

Silas 
‘hen there's another matter. This Lou @se Vernon is a weaber of our 
church, end from present indicetion her reputation is g0ing to be dug 
into mighty deep. 
“ir all them stories true? 

Silas 
She won't talk, but whan a girl goes to the city alone to see the bright 
Lights--- 

lat 
You don't say? 

Thad 
(enters 2 U) Brother Morris says he'll be here directly* 

lia t 


I'm goin’ in the house and phone Sara right away (exits house } 


Thad 
Se y® tellin me about that Vernon gal? 
Silas 
Yes, 
a thed 
ost Scandalous thing I ever heard teil of. 
: Silas 


What with one of those new f. ngled mi isters, with dudish clothes, 
On our hands, we as Christian men have a heavy load to carry. 

had : 
i an not in favor .£ these here up to date, preachers destroyin our 
Old time beliefs, the religion that was good snough fur my father is 
Z@0d enough fer me. 

Silas 
Aanen to that. Deaonc, thers must be a stop put to this somewhere 
Why his last Sunday's sermon was ahmost sacriligious, 

Thad 
To me, Silas, he's almost an ifidel. 

Silas 
jand we es Deacons and trustees of the church must uphold the honor 
énd sacredness of our church, 

Min 
(enter 2 in tims to hear last Speech) Good afternoon, gene] tmen. 
What has happened _ that you are worried about the honor of uur Ghurch? 

Silas = 
You. 


z 





a ne a 


Min 
I don't quite understand. 

Silas 3 
We came here today to have @ little talk with you. +re ontire congregatitc 
hes been talking about you , 


Min 

in wht way? 
silas 

Upon your lack of ministerial character----am & ppe« Trance. 
Thad 

Ye don't dress like a parson at all 
sillas 

And you don't preach sound doctine. 
Min 

Wait! are you preferring charges? 
Silas 


No. We simply want to talk matters over with you and show ,0u the way 
A hint to the wise is often sufficient. 

iin 
Well, thats petter; no cherges, now, pbut perhaps later, 

silas 
I a not saying so, but ,ou and your board of trustees might as well 
understand each other now as any time, 

Min 
With all my ‘eart, I* ll speak as plain as you. i tobk the pastorate 
here because ,our c urch has no man made creed, and I could teach t he 
bible as od hed given me the light upon it, and not as some dried up 
old fossil saw it. 

Thad 
Fossils, dried up well i like that. 

Silas 
Careful, Deacon, don't lose your temper. What do you mean Person? 

Min 
Just exactly what I say. You are ob jecting to the cl thes I wear. 
what do you went me to be, an undertsker's sign---dress all up in 
black and gO around . th a meek and sanctimonious air? I find sothing 
in my bible asking me to do that. I am &@ messenger of good cheer md 
goodness. I find good in anything aml everything. I smile always, and 
the older I grow the younger 1 am, 

Thad 
and the further away from God ye git. 

Min 


Christ himself was such a messenger. Didn't he say, suffer little 
children o come unto me? ani now could I ever expect little children 
to mace up with me if I went around dressed like a funeral and 
with a scowl of ae upon my face? 

Silas 
But your sermons are not touching the right spot. 

Thad 
I aint heard ye preach hell-fire md bristone a singis time. 

Min 


ami what's more, you neverwill. If I hagve t bring people to the 

foot of the throne of God by threats of hell fire end brimstone, thay 

will never gst there. I believe in love. nee they come for pure 

love of God and they will never be a backslider, 1 ant to reason with 

my people, to convince their minds just as Crhist did Onee let 

me win their ae God has given me the power to sway their hearts. 
as 


SOunds very well, pars n, but it goes against all the established rules 
of our church. 





- id =m - ay aes OS dm = 
mm 








shell coincide with our interpretation of the bible. 


Hes, that's whet we “ey ye fur. 
ilin 
You pay me for no thing of the Kind, I teaih the bible as i see it. 
i am the master of my own religous beliefs as God hes given me the 
Light, and all the gold on earth could never tem,i me to do otherwise. 
Silas 
then you don't thirk much of our salary here. 
Min 
Selery? Wht has money got to do with it Idid not enter into this 
work for the money that wes in it, and £ the tims ever co.es when I 
am foreed to choose between money and my honest convictions, I'll 
le:ve the church and stick to my bile. 
Silas 
Siri 3 
| Thad 
Hey! (both sey it together) 
idi n , 


I mean it, every word, you come to me with th churcn salary as 4 sort 
of brib: am I am square and above board enough to s&y that if such 
is your idea of Christiznity, I thinka God he made me the infidel 
you say I am, 

“Thad 
I never heard such talk frou a minister in alli my life. 


n 
Probably you are getitng a litiie turht fer the first time. 
Siles 


_EBmough of this kind of talk. i1ishsll see the vest of the trustees 


am deacons, and then--- 
iin 
What? 
silas 
You shail kmw => in good time. Good day sir (exit BU) 
had 


See, here, parson I think ye're doin’ the worng thing. 
Min 


See here, deacon, I'll trouble you to mindyour own business. 

Thed 
Eow dere you address & dexcon in such & manner? 

Min 
Becauss your narrow mindendess brought it upon youre I hete narrow 
mindeness and [I don't mini saying you are narrow bthnded to a marked 
degree. Deacon, why don't you hold up the mirro to yoursel? and for 
once in your life try and live those ehristian principles you talk so 
much about. 


| Louise 
(enter L U ~ to house) Good afternoon, Desucon. 
Thad 
Humpth! (th mbs in vest, disdainfully/ Mr Black wants to see you. 
Louise 


thanks. (equally cool} When he wents me ke knows where I live. (exit house 
Min 7 


{hes watched Louiséés every move gives sigh when she exits ) 
Thad | 
Kim: catty, ee eet Sllers did have a sharp tongue. 
n 


It a .»¢ers to me deacon, that as the lady in question extended to you 
a friemily greeting, you as a gentleman should have returned the 
compliment. 


a 


A | | acai 


Thad | 
Sometimes it pays to be kinda particular. 
iin 


Is this some more of ,our prend of christian religion? 
| Thad 

No it haint, but when & gl goes & galvantin sround he city, an 

all alon., end won % tell what she dia, you cen jest bet we're goin' 

to investigates. 


n 
I know she will be glad to have you vake such an interest in her #&fiars 
Theda 
Its the affiar of th whole conmunity. The e's all talking about it. 
Its erfectly scandolous one she a member of our own shurche 
wi 


n 
Thanks. ‘Then in hat case, i thhbk I will tare &@ ha NG . 
Thed 
hems the first Christian wo mis I've heerd ye utter s ince you've been 
sere. 1 say do your duty ma turn her OUte 
Mi n 


(sarcastic) “henever i want any good Christian advice I'll come to you, 
De ac one 


Thad 
I don't believe ye moan a word of that parse 4, put jest the same, .ou 
es her pastor have yok to do you duty ani turn her vute (exit RU) 


n 
(X down I dejectedly Joe enters L U followed by Bua Joe exits house, 
Slamming dorr in ois face, Bud turns with woe begons expression) 
@set seems to be the trouble, Mr “enkins? 
Bud 
(starteld) Trouble? OB yes yes (silly leugh)mreaches. 
Min 
Peaches? 
Bud 
Honey bunch, livtls givrle 
Min 
You will have to speac English li Jenkins. 
ud 


B 
Love bug, love pug. (starts to exit L U talking to self) I*ll git 
ner if I have to stick around here all day (exit LU) 


Min 
Sgems as if everything were in a muddle today. 
Touise 
(in house) Do you know where Mettie is Joe? 
Joe 


(in house) Guess she must have gone Over to “rg, Bornwa. She'll be 
pack in & minute, lets go out in tue ecarden an wait. (both emer from 
house, telking) Do ,ou know, Louise, we'vs got a new minister, and he's 
(sees Minister) Oh bere he is now. 

liin 
How do jou do Joe (never t.kes eyes off Louise) 

JO@ 
Ive gota friend I want you to meet, Mr Morris. “iss Vernon tbis 
i8 Mr Morris our ~ minister, Mr Mor ris this is Miss Vernon. 


n 

(X to her, tekes am) I am certainly delighted to know you, Miss Vernon 
LOuis 6 

I am glad to know you. 
Min 


I saw you when you Spoxe to the deacon awhile ago, but he didn't 
int@e@duce tie. | 





@ 


: Louis @ 
The Deacon is sedly lacking in some respecis. 
Joe 


noticed) “r arene ha ve you seen anything of (pulls his coat) 
r Morris have you (aside) +es, I thim it'll be a nice dayif it den't 
tein, don't you? (as if to some one on her | Minister and Louise coninue 
pantomi e talk Joe w istles) here's where 1: vinisch. (exit L U) 


Min 
I told the deacon about that, I didn't like it. 
40..is¢6 
if you pleese. (n tices Min still as her hand withdraws it) 
iin 
Yh yes certeinly i beg .our pardon 
Lo ise 
Ll wonde: when Mattie will be back? 
Min 


She's liable to be back any minute, just ran over to anighbors 
Better sit down —- ean {points to bench R) 


Thenk you, I mate (sits R) 


I have been here <— three months, do you know I tink its strange 
+ have never met you be¥ore, 


Louise 

(hesitates) I left just before you came I guess. 
iin 

and the deacon informs me you are a menber of my church. 
Teuise 


Yes, I have always been a4 mevber, 


iin 
in that case then, I believe I have a right to say I have known 
you for a lom tine. 
Louise 
Ab ut just how long? (smiles) 
lin 
Welle-~say-~--for three months I have been here. 
Louise 
That's a good beginning any way. 
Min 


It is for me. 
Louise 

and vhet sho.ld I say to that? 

n 

Why, that you agree of course. 
Louise 

I believe I'll take it on probabtion,. 
Mi 


n 

(both lewgh) 1 have been waiting a long time to meet you 
+ouise 

why you heave kno n me three montis ‘Laughs ) 


Min 
(rise ami 2 to her) You and I are going to be frienis, good fries, 
aren't we? 
TLeuise 
You bet. ‘she rises ani shakes hands) 
a Min 


You may thirk me quéeer-- 
Louise 

Het a bit, only frank 

: liin 
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Louise 
(eyes meet and hold) *es, “r. “orris, I believe that too. 
Min 
Don't call me Mr Morris, lets have itg that is just between ourselves 
that is hen we are slong my name is Will, and when you get to 
know me weal well, if you want to 4 why its plain Bill. 
Louise 
just between ourselves, that is when we are alonés, my name is 
cise, and when you get to Know me real weil, if ,ou went to, why 
its plain fou. 


Min 
Lou. 
Louise 
(withdraws hanis) If you please. 
Min 
On yes, I beg your pardon. 
Louis 6 
Don't; it takes two to hold hanis youknow. (lavg s) 
Min 
and two to ma.aa biurgain 
uouise 
say~ Wy but you're a swift worker. 
Min 
Whenever 1 see emything i want I neve: let any grass grow under my feet. 
LO .ise 


‘mock sigh) Don ts ou take my breeth away. 
* Min 


(very close) and Lou, you have taken sovucthing more than breath away from 
mé, some thing--- 

Me t 
(has entered from house, clears throat both turn) I beg your pardon, 
jillian bute--- 

Louise 
(runs to Matilda am outstretched; Oh mattic, Mattie. I'm awfully glad 
to see you. 

Mat 
(folds arms cooly) “ow do you do, Mise Vernon, 

Lotise 
(shunned) why, “cttie, what in the worldés the mattor? 

Me t 


I've jest had a phone ea&il and I've been talkin ith a few of the nei ghbor 
and I've leamed a heap about you. 


Louise 
Mettiel 
Met 
thins that ne decent r-specatibeeowm- woman would do. 
Min 
Mattie. I em ashemed of you 
Met 
Better be ashamed of her, not me. 
“ouise 
Steps you have no right, you must not spesk abot me that way. 
Mat 


1 sint, its all the folks in town and I'm goin to believe what they 
Say unless you deny it. You spent the whole summer in the eity 
cn we want to know whet ,ou did there. 


Min 
Mattie, this is cruel it is unfair ef you 
Mat 


Then let her speak up, 





vs 
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I might have expected this from others, but from you=-~why you've 
been the best friend I've ever hade 
Met 


Then as that best friend 1 as. you to speak out and caear your good name 
Louise 
Ican't, Mattie, I can't. Have faith iand trust in me and ,ou shall know 
all in good time. There has been nothing done Save in honore (in 
Mat'’s arms ) 
ida t 
Ll gint condemin' you child its only for your ow1 good. 
speac ant. 


tou've got to 


Louise 

I---+ can't. 
' aie, f 

Then ell Il ean say is god pity you. Willicm, Mrs 5Srown wants you 
40 @ome over and see her 4&3 sv00n 4 you Gils 

Jin 
Tell her I'll be oever right away. 

Mat 
(louise stanis motionless, Mat ptarts for hous, returns puts arm 
around Louise) Think it over honey girl. “hat Mattie Grimes is tellin 
you is the gospel truth. (exits in house) 

Louise 
(X slowly bench 8) This is what I am getting every where. ‘sinks on 
pench) (steres into space & moment, lips quiver, then sebbfng buries 
face in arns ) 

Min 
( X to her) Don't little woman, don't---please (pause, her sobs stops) 
De you remember the promise you made me awhile «go? You am i were 
eoing to be good friends. 


Louise 
(very low) “es. 
Min 
You esid it took two to hold hands. 
Louise 
and you seid it took two to make a bargain 
Min 
Is it a& bargain then? 
Louise 
Friends? 
Min 
(bending over her very low) Good friends. 
Louise 
(pense, looks up at him then down) (very low) Yes. 
iin 


(big sigh then looks eround) Every bird in the universe is Singing to 
eplit his throat, now lets begin by being perfectly frank. I Went to 
ko something about yourself, You see I've only cnown you Lor--- 
for three mo ths. | 

Lo ise 
(both smile) There's not much to tel1-~-I---I don't know very much 
myseli---that's the trouble. ‘You see I'm only a wat, a nobody 
Swenty four years ugo I was found on the door step of deddy Vernon's 
home=-~-wrapped up all warm and nice ina big market basket. 
Daddy Yernon took me in (all this spo.en very low, slow and intense.) 


He adopted me, gave tie a home and education. He's the nly real mother 
I ever had. 


Min 
(pats ber on shoilder) poor little giv 





me 
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Lo ise 
When I was a little giml I never had wy cause to worry ebout my birth 
I though Daddy Vernon was really my daddy, he Was so good to 
me. But when I grew Older, ami the young folks would have little parties 
and dances, then I foumi out Siles Blaek*s son snubbed me the 
first party I ever attended, it almost broke my heart. I was only 4 wiat 
& nobody who didn't know who her fether or mo her Was, Many anc many 
g night during the long winters, instead of attending the perties or 
dances I have gone 10 my room and cried-~--(pause lips quiver fighting 
to keep back tears) not at the lonsliness but éhe cmrelty the unfairness 
ihiebsistebshelsislblebsishs! shehsasebskéies Pf it all. I wes forced 
to suffer for something I hed not done, for which I 
wes not to blame and then daddy ---dear old dadd, WYernon Would sneak 
in and put his «rms around me end comofrt me, just --~like ampoher 
in these movents together we fought it all out, so eti.es I think 
whet woman's hearts were meade to break, that God made them thet way. 
Min 
Shhh! Don't say that. "Come unto me all ye tht are weary and heavy 
leden ani I will give thee rest" fow wo knows but what God has sent 
me to you to give ,ou the help, to be the friem you so much need. 
To---t0 mend that broken heart. 
Louise 
(looks up then down) But I was strong, 1 conguged. I had many temptation 
but 1 laughed them ewsy. I lived honorable [f live straight, Wo 
girl would heve been more highly res.,ec ed then I ave been, and 
then Leddy Veron died am Iwas left all alons, all alone in that 
big house---and no mother. The weeks seems mohths am the months 
seemed years. and lonliness brought throughts, thoughts of what might 
heve been. I wes « wiaf a nobody, when thie sunmer came [---I+-- 


Min 

You packed up und wemt to tne city 
Louise 

(locks up stertied) No, I went because~-~-because--- 
iin 


(pause) And the time is not at ham thet you went to tell. tittle woman 
You don t need to teil -<=never, until youwish of , ovr own free will 
You coutdn't do wrone if you wanted to, am if an angel from 

heaven were to say you rad I 'd believe & mistake had been made in 

St Peter's books. (Don't read for hami----must not be) 


Louise 
(rises) dr. “orris. 
Min 
{pushes her back) Bill---quiek$ 
Touise 
3ill--- 
Min 


(she rises hands clasped) We are frende, til! death do us part Is 
it a bargain. 

Louise 
it tekes two to hold hanis, you know. 

Bud 


(Joe enters L YU followed by Bud, marches hurriedly into house « 
Slamming door Bud comes dow) Well, I'll be d---Lowe bugs! (exits LU 
long strides wiistiin: loud) (Or he can stend C and saey---thet disease 
must be catching) { I prefer the former it is much stronger.) (I 

like to see the director do a littls figuring) 
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"THE INFIDEL" 


BY 
JOEN Kiassek. 


ACT TWO 
(The same set stands. At rise Joe enters I U followed by sud both 
look tired am all wrn out exit & U he is still following her) 

iat 
ftner from hove with an of potatoes. Looks after them sighs shakes 
head) Poor Bud, that love Bug hit him deep (4 down sits bench C pealing 
potatoes, old fushi oned wash bench that will tip up .hen sat upon 
either end, sighs looks off 3) 

nc: 


had. 
{enters L U X down GC) Mornin' Metilda. 
Mat 
“ornin' Degcon. 
The d 
How be ye feslin' this momin'’ Matilda? 
Mat 
Terrible, Deacon terrible. 
Thad 


You do be lockin' pretty vert, pesrs to me ye grow better lookin’ 


evcry Gays 
Phat Mat 
Now, deacon, you behave. 


Thad 

Gosh ding't/ (tkicks one foot against the other) 
Mat 

(sighs) Oh you men, you men 
thad 


De ye mind if I oecupy the throne with ye, Matilda? 
Met 


You may be seated Deacon. 

~ had 
‘sits big sigh of contentment, both sit at opposite ends, pause) 
{I been doin’ a heap of thinkin' herve lately, Mk tilda. 


Mat 

Have you? 
Thed 

tep, ye see I've sold my farm down in Coon Eoller-—-- 
Mat 

You don't say? 
Thed 

and I've gota right smart sum lsid by in the bank 
Mat 


Gittin' ready fer a rainy dey, Deacon? 
Thad 


4n I've got my home here in town, a4n--- 


Mat 
Yes? 
Thad 
an I'm Bil lone. +. ete et Met and siehs) 
Ma 
Why don't you git a wife? 
thad 


(moves closer) Matilda, have ye ever thought of gittin' married egain? 
Met 


0 
No, I low ee how I sin; Hever thought wush about 
| “sout it, 


* 
i 
t 





17. 
Thad 
(locks at her, moves back) It haint good to wait too long, and women 
és old as you-- 
Met 
Old} How dare you say I'm old?(rises, bench tips, deacon fails) 
Thad 


I didn't mean you was old Metilda. 

Mat 
You ssid ite 

Thad 
{rises) I know 1 said it, but I didn't say it (both start to sit at 
seme time, Deacon careful that she sits with him) 

Ms 
(starts to sit, rises, Deacon rises with her) You said it end you 
didn't say, Thaddues Tom»o<ins--- 

Thad 
But I didn’t mean it the way it sounded. (wipes sweat) I mean as seein 
es how we was both getin dlong in---well, thet we aing spring chickens 
Mtilda. (both starting to sit) 


Mat 

Thet'’s better. (both sit) 
| Thad | 

Onee in awhile when I get te talkin with you my tongue gets sorta 
twisted. There aint nothin on Bhis here Hlobe that I'd iike 
better than to have---(Mat drops potatos rises to pick it up thad 
almost falis agein, but gets to feet) Gol durn't? It just can't be 
did. (X to bench J) 

Mat 
(sits @) What was you saying, Deacon? 

thad 
(sits = as she sits C) That I feel saffer over here. 

lia% 


THAD 
” ghd fbat I felt safer now that I had sold my farm and head the 
honey in the bank, 
Mat 
Humph? I've got a little in the baxk myself, Deacon. 
Thad 
Thet reminds me, I saw that Vernon gal as I was comin'® out an she 
smiled right sweet at me. 
Mat 
Well, there wasn't antyhing wrong in that, was there? She's knowed 
you ail her life. 
Thad 
thet may be, but she's got the most veculiar way of smilin'-<- 
Mat 


Don't be silly deacon 
“ouise 
(enter L U starts for houge, overhears) 
thad 
Its gospel truth, iatilda, don't nobody know who or whet sie is, 
and ye can't tell what kind of blood she has in her. 
Pears to me you've <nown her long enough to find out. 
Thad 
Ye never can tell about a woman, Here she lives in our town all her 
life. It guess res ,sc able, ami then she ups ami goes to the city. 
Mat 


Is that a Crime, Deacon? 
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Thad 7 
But hat did she go fur, an why did she stay so long? (A to wat 
confidential) Silas Black says as bow she drawed nigh on to $500 out 
of his bank. Now what did she dow tith that? 

Mat 
Pears to me Deacon your tekin a right poweful interest in Louise’ s 
affiars here latédly-. 

Louise 
{stenis just behind them) Yes~--far more r sht then | save ever g¥ven 
him 

liat 
(rise, Bhad takes 1) Oh? Why Louise, how you frightened me. 

Louise 
(never takes syes off Thad) I didn't meen to Matilda, and . didn't 
meen to stop and listen, but 1 eouldn't help it. 

Thad 
Well, they do say, that them as listens where they haint supposed to 
listen, seldome he:r good of themselves. 


Louise 

Not when the souree is corsidered. 
Thed 

how dare you? 
iat 

Ye deserve it, deacen, and more too 
hed 

Oh, well--- 
Louis a 

You were talking about me to Mttie, all you said was trme--- 
Thad 

Hea haf Didn't I tell you M.tilda? 
LoulLse 


Ali but one tiin’ tpause Mat pats her An back) You seid I had lived 
int is town all my life, you @UESSED respectable. Don't you 
koow that I have lived respectable. 


Thad 

(fidgets one foot to other) Oh well--- 
LOuise 

Nave ,ou ever seen me do anything that wasn't respectable. 
Thed 

No no, but there's a heap of stories goin round about you 
Teuise 

and who is father to most of them? 
Thad 

Why, how should I know? 
Louise 


Iden't know but I must ask you tBeecon to never, never repext them 
again ---unless you know them to be true. I have a right to ask 
that. (sweet and low) 

Mat 
You have, honey girl, nd from now o no one is goin to talk ebout you 
in my presence. 

Thad 
Air ye goin’ to uphold her in what she's done? 

Mat 
Whet's she done? Here's ths girl now. ‘Yell it to her face whet she's 
Gon@e 

Thad | 
I wili when the proper time cofies, there's to be a meetin of the church 
board this morning an after that I'hl have a whole lot to Saye 


iti aac meen 


(% 
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Met 
Thaddeus Tompkins if you dare--- 
Phad 


LT aint & doin nothin, but as a member of the bosrd I'm goin’ to dmy 
dutye 
Met 
Well, if houndén' a defeseless girl is your duty then all I got to 
sey is I aint got much use fur you nor your churbh board neither. 
Leuise 
Deecon, don't & lifelorm friendship count for anything? 
Thad 
Not in a ease of this kind, espscailly when you refuse to explain things 
Wait until after the board meetin’ and then I'll give ye my say. (exit 
L U) 
Louise | 
{ Met pata her shoulder she buries her face in her breast) Mattie, 
Mattie. 
Mat 
The-e, thers, honeygirl, don't 6 go to payin' no attention iw what 
that old hypecrite says. 
Louise 
{--=f can't help it. 4vm those I considedsred my best fri ends 
are actin she same way 


det 
Just smile as you always have all will come out right in the end. 
Louise 
shen I first came home, you- --you, Metilde, why do you defend me now? 
Mat 
I wes cnold fool then, thats way 
Lo ise 
But why now? 
Met 
(suase) itr. “orris stands up for you 
heouiss 
Oh (X down 2) 
Mat 
Afi whet he says is right. 
Louise 
Oh (sits) 
Met 


You Gan slways depsnd on Mr Morris, honey girl, an if he's your friem 
you jest stick to him 
Louise 
Thet's just the trouble, I have ~ right. 
Mat | 
If you haven't the right, you mat mike the right. “ou've still 
sot friends, and friends that stick. ba 
Louise 
You don't <now how much th: t means to me. I need friends, but the 
wey seoms dark----(rises) Mettie I'm going away. 


Het 
You mustn't. 
Louise 
it's the only way. 
Mat 
Pongues will weg Liereer then ever, 
Louis e 
No worse than now. Wo, I heuve quite msde uy my mind. 
Min 


(enter from house) 
Mat 


hs c 
le 
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Met 
But what will Mr. “orris say? 
Lou se 
I--<I don't---\turns gees Min) 
Min 


Yes, have you thought of him? 
Mat 


Oh Parson, you're jest in time. she's goin to leave ami I can't 
persuade her to stay 


hin 
Perhaps between the two of us we cun persusde her. 
Mat 


No, you can do better «ions. I'd only be in the way (armawound Louise) 
Listen to what the parson has to say honey girl and lect him advise 
you. anisekes! [I'll het my dough's raised a1 over the kitchen 
Zioor. (runs ints house) 

Win 
Now what's al1 this I hear about you're going away? 

LOu se 
I've got to, Mr. Morris, I've got to. 

Min 
I'l forgive you for calling me “r Morris, bit never if you run away 
just when you're needed most. 

Lo se 
You d n't understand, you can't. <dAvery way I turn its snubs and 
insults, eold looks and cuttins remarts. 

Min 
You must be strong, 

Louise 
But even the strong can break after a time it is like the e nstant 
drip drip drip of water it will wear wway a stone. I1 have fought 
so herd. I have laughed when my heart was almost breaking. I wo ld 
have brocen long before this, if it hed been for you. And now 
you have placed #xitie on my side. Two friends I prize above any in 
the world. All your friemiship has meant to me you will never know. 
I have fought until I ean fitht no longer, for all our sakes I 
faust go awaye 

Min 
Loiise did you ever read of a ship out on the great ocean going 
down to a watery grave@ Do youknow woo ig the last to leave, to 
desert that sinkin= ship? The Catp, the “aster. as long as the 
ship is there, he bDhbpppasbe sticks , and quite frequentiy he goes down 
With her. You ere the Capt, the master of your own destiny, 
Your ship may be floundering but your erew is siill on board 
ana you cennot desert, you cannot leave and be true 
to your friend s or be true to yourself. 

Louise 
Don't put it up to me like that--<jill 

Min 
[ must, if I # going to be fair to all concerned. You heave told me 
the story of your life. i know there is s mething youwished to keep 
& seéret. that is ,our right, but you must be strong enough to pay 
the cost. 

Te 0ise 
if [only dared to tell, I have done  othing wrong, 1 wetn to the 
city for a purpose, a purpose dearere to me than life itsel?Z. all 
my life I have huagered, i have orayed for some ona thing to come true. 
i heave worced [I have struggled I have fought, and then one day 
~ ae of light: came. It was as if the doors o f heaven had opened 
916. I followed that light end 

it led me to the City, 


Bs It gr ow 


—_——— oan =a = a om 


el 

brighter day by day, but it was like the pot of gold , = 
et the end of t e rainboW---alwWa.s evading , never ending. If clung 
to my rey of light an at last hope almost dying was given « new lease 
on life. The pot of gold was just ahead, only one thing needed to 
teach out and clutch it----secrececy. My lips were sealed, one 
word and all wowld be lost. Thiet, thet is why I cennot spexk out and 
tell them whet I--- 

Win 
Little women, I think I understand. tes, tar more than you think I 
do Perhaps, for all you know, I em working in the same direction 


Louise 

Oh no, you eouldn't. 
Min 

No? «are you going to stay? 
Louise 


I think it best thet Iso away. It'll only bse for a short time, am 
then I'll--- 


Min 
You'll @0 nothing o: the kind. I won't let you go. 
Louise 
You won't let me? 
| ~ in 
No HY love will hold you 
Louise 
Your, your love? 
Min 
Yes. 
Louise 
purely you are jesting. 
Min 


Never more serious in my lite. I have never loved before, You are the 
tirst and only woman. I too have had a hun er in my heart. 1 
to have preyed thet some day thet hunger might be appeased. If you hate 
had a@ rainbowbefore you, so have I, It res been before me always--- 
the spot of gold just out f£ my reach. ithe tell me [ am cold um distant 
+hen you came, came into my life lite a golden rey of sunshine thet crseps 
ints a darkened cavern for the first time. You dispelled the darkness 
éni made of life «& throbbing, supendous reality 

Louise 
(unstrung during love scene, almost bresking turns awa, buryines face 
in arms) Don't, don't! 

Min 
(clos ¢ ) I love you Lou, I love you, i love you. (arm awound her) It 
doesn't take years of time to fom love. <oOve is bor of the moment. 
With such a love as I have, + could live 4 life time in a single 
houre With youin my arms I could smile in the face ort death. 
Little women I love you, I Love I love you. 
(s slowly tumfng head awy almost fiercely he turms her back) Look 
et me, (pause) I love you, I love you, 1 love you. (lips ¢ loser, elmost 
touch, she breaks away X him L hiding fece in arn) 


Loui se 
Don't, don't, you must not. 
vihy? Louise 
Because you ca inot love m as you say 
ldin 
I c.nnot? (takes step as if to take her in his sums) 1 do. 
LoOvise 
(evades him) Don't you must not. 
iin 


“gain I askywhy? 
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Louise 
You have only known me « few days. 

Min 
+hat ig no reegon. 

Leuise 

I--=—~] en unworthy of our love. 

Min , 
aS to thet, only one persien on earth has « ri Sht to d the juédging--. 
the man whe loves. 

Louise 


Not when Love bes made him blind. I am thinking of tne futrue. I 


am not worthy te be the wite of any men. I ema waif, a nobody a poor 
lost soul who doesn't even know the blood that flows her veins, 
in 
My love is strong enonzh to bridge even than chasmn. aly love sees 
you nly sweet pure and noble, 
louise 
(goes to him, places ho @ on each shoulder) or. -oriss, I have 
never hed a love affair in all my lite. 1 have looked forward to thet, 
yee. 1 knew the time would come when I would meet & man I gould love. 
I could never love but once, that is how str ne My love would be. That 
love would be my li‘e-~~to have and to hold tixt love. i e¢.uld noi Live 
without it. 4 would not want to live without it. I knew it would 
come to me soomer or later, so I reasoned with myself, x owing myselr as 
ido Iknew I could not afford to take chances, “ove ig to. Sacred for 
thet. Blocd is always bound to tell. +4 know not finds, neither Lather 
nor mother. Wo matteor how or when or where, that Knowledge would 
&l ways be before me. Oo mrtal is strong mouzh to get away from 
his own life, my husbatd would know it, othcr people would know ite 
IG weuld : iways be like = sword above our heads, and some day it mMicht b 
She cause of cooling that love 8s peclally---children. I evuld not 
afford to teke thet chenee. Do you understand? (very low) 
Nin 
(low) Yes. 
Lo ise 
You tried to Kiss me juct now and &lioot+--(puese closes eyas) 
Only ne men's lips will ever touch mine, my husband. 
Min 
i wanted the right .o protect yOu, to shicld you from every harm and 
cere. 
LoO.ise 
ity way is best. I evulé@n, No I ce: uldno iatter how herd I tired ever 
Geke « chance of losing that leve (/X to house Min X sits bench L 
elbows on knees, face in hands. -ouiBe turns X to hin hand on shohider) 
Will1l~----Bill. (he slowly turns -ashe Smiles) | have made a decision, 
(pause he looke at her)The master is going to stiex to the ship, 
(guick runs inte house) I'm going to tell Mattie ell about it. 
iin 
the master is goine to stiek to the ship ‘sigh of euntentment exits L 
L humming ) | 
Bua 
(Joe enters & followed by Bud, beth tired am worn out, Jos sinks on 
bench L and Bd R wipes faces, sinks back d@jectedly) The end of 
&@ perfect weak. 


Joa 
Youn look weak. 
Sud 
You don't look like s late model, 
Joe 


- can Etill get a-ouns On low. 
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Bud 
What do you think I em, a race horse? 
J O8 


(locks him over contemptiously) Naw, who ever heard of e donkey being 
& race horse? 


Bud 

and little Willis céeme under tie wire eat lisst. 
Joe 

(breys } 
Bud 

(X to C) aw, be nics to me, Peuches. 
J 0@ 

Wheat did I tell yor <cbut that? Iam not a fruitstend. 
Bud 

hon “ 
poe 

and Iam rot a bee. 
Bud 

No, but you cen eting, donkey (brays, fitting it on to word donkey ) 
JOG 

little bovs showd he seen and not heard. 

, Bud 

gua Little boy? and if I call you lit-- 

208 


(rises guickly) Dou't you do it. 
But 


(pantomi es with mou h) 


JOG 
That's hetter. j 
Bud 
sut hang it all, I’ve got to teli you something. 
Jo 
I don't see why? 
Bud 
Well, how can [OU 
JOS 
Wobyd*s askin you to. 
Bud 
That's just the tronbl 46. 
J0@ 


whe 6? 
jud 


Oh (thhmbs in vest) you don't understand men well enough for that. 


- DO you ever have om wrouble in gettim h ts to Fit you (sweetly) a 
Why yes at ere mo no, Oh yow! | 
Peurs to me you'd’ nelce good at a job in « fe. ther foundry. | 
How's thet? 7 


JO6 f 
& heavy weitgSht for a light weight job, I'll bet you e.uld tiekel | 
the festherg (leughs ) 


Bud 
I did have « good job in the navy 
Ja 
dhat was th. t? a 
Bud 


i Wee a& pilot in i so. p facto ry. 


LS ss 


y 


Pilot in a soap factory? Mow could you a pilot in a s0ap faetory* 
Vud | 


24 
Joe 


a AM ee A A cee wl me 


The fellow at the machine next to ms wou d macs the soap and I'd 
pile it. 


Joe 

(groans) I had a job whéle you was gone. 
Bud 

Yheat was it? 
Joe 


I was dairy maid in a candy kitehnen 
Bud 


4 @airy maid in e egendy kitchen. and pray may 1 ask wheat your duties 


were? 
J0@ 
I'd milk chocolates. 
Bud 


(sinks weekly on bench, patntomi.es poker gume) hat have you got? 
A pair. I've gt a full house---you texe tre pot You wine 


Joe 

De you know, Bud. 
Bud 

(dejectedly) New, I don’ know nothin 
J oe 

I'm beginnin' to like you 
Bud 

Hugh (tres qmickly she drops eyes) 
JOG 


I've chunged my opinion about you a whole jot (Bud sweels up thumbs 
in vest) You're ne. «+ as big a hiek as I thouzht you were. 
Sud 
(unswelis) 1 wonder whet you'd do if you really had it in for a fellow. 
Noe 
I'd love him to dsath 
Bud 
uzzh (starts for her) 
JOE 
(sweetly) But I haven't got in for you, Bud. 
| Bud 
If he whole oeean wasfull of fish amd I'd fall init, I'd come up 
with a whole poc-<et full of mussel shells. 
Joe 
Well, when you are around a lady you sholdn't hate yourself so much 
Bud 
I vomier if I'm goming or going. 
Joe 
Travel sideways and lessen the speed. 
Bud 
When I'm around you I'm travelling just about an even 140 miles an hour. 
Joe 
Some speed. Wht do you travel in a Ford (can use local railroad, 
but such is bad form in any play, no matter row bad the play) 
Bua 
(tekes her hand,both down C very mysterious) We were slone in the 
darzness. there in covers below, 
Last night you ceme to me a creepin:, my heart was all in 4 glow 
But you didn’t pley ficr I tell you, I s-#eetesb~- scratched but the sting 
was there 
Thou, bed bug you bit, you bit me right wheres the skin was bare 


(Joe works this up Sing if possible at leas 
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g ¢ 
Shh (finger to lips---this poetry can be Gut if desired) 
Lest night + was sweetly a snoogin<-<Lsest night I heard, I felt yu so 
My h ert was sore for you were near {1 held my breath and said oh da-- 
And the bed bugs large and small, d@addies end mamniss ye gods or old 
My sleepis oe're to bed no io re, lest night was the end of the world. 

Bud 
Some class gome cless I sya. You're somecendy kind ~«--allwool and 
e yard wide. Say Jocsie--~ 


J Oe : , 

(clags hands) Ancowe monsier, encore, ot last its learned my name. 
Bad 

Huh, I knew your nue all the time. 
JO 


Well, you Tloundered eround & good de&l befors you acknowledged the 
crime. You cclled me abou everything eleé in the ¢ lender, 


Bud 
are yon going to try and make me stick to thet n me? 
J Oe 
Theat'ewh t my mothst mmed mé. 
B3.a 
But I know o whole lot or iuehre tht suit you more--- 
Joe 
Now don't get mushy, am I ac km te'm when they slop over. 
Bud 
st. “eter’s Golden door Knobi are y u goin to wear the pants already? 
| Joe 
Ir I do they wont be hand me downs. 
“Bud 
Lets coupromise. 
JOS 
What cn, the--- 
Bud 
Naw, the name-- 
J OC 
LOW? 
Bud 
How many letters hes my nime zot? 
JOG 
Tnreé. 
Bud 
Then if I called you Joe you'd have three too---bU/5U what do ) u say? 
J98 
It's & gO. 
Bud | 
Gimme your hand on it. (takes hor hand) Fo r--- 
308 
Sidetrack it Bud, none of th t Tor bett.r or worse stuff for mine. 
Bud 
anything you say goes little girl. 
398 


Little girl! I just knew it gouldn't last. You, you, oh ,ou'ra just 
» hick efter all n(runs off LU) 
Bud : 

(stenas looking after per) ~ ck. Sow sin woman just simply hell? 
I nmsver @ uld open my mouth’ without putting my foot in it. a hie. 
A sod buster. Great gobs of mud, I'll win hor yet. (starts off LU 
see Silas, ami Thad) He lo, her coues “ilis Bla k& and Thad Thomas 
I wonder whet they're up to? So @ sculdeggery or 4'm not knee high to 
& gresshopper. I wonder ir 7 

; i*m on the ri 9} 

Sut track, Ite 

8 
Sot s hune h 
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but I aint — sure, I leck one certain tring and i'm going to 
have thet if I have to break into & certein gentlemen's House. 


Baca to 


the Sherlock for me Lere's where | git an ear full (hides vehind house) 


Silas 
(enter L 2 with Thad) You did right in coming to me. Besides 
you for the board meeting. 


-e@ need 


hed 
Thet's whet I told 'm---that I'd have my little guy jest as soon as 
+ sew you. 
Met | 
(enter from house) Good morning Siles Descon(nods to Thed) 
Silas 
Good morning Mttie, just dropped in to heve a little talk with you. 
chiés 
We have a matter of the gravest importance to--- 
Si 
Ye are here in ths interest of our church 
hed 


the morkls of the ,ounger and risin gsnersetion ere fallin low in the 


barometer of true Christian livin. 
Silas 


“€ are here to a8Sk ,our OpikRion congeming a very vital question. 
“@ Bre earnestly concerned over the manners ani ections of cur Minister 


Mat 
it its Bro. “orris Re c&me to talk iboute--~ 
Silas 


Not sione. The most vitel question tv be eognidered is ths cuss 


y.un sister Louise Vernon 


Thad 

4&4 question thet is the talk of the whole community. 
Me t 

and I say, to the everlasting shame of th: community. 
Thed 

Matilde, you tBEK <lmost sucrilegious Y.x. Oh oh. 
Mia.t 

You make me sick the two of you. 
silas 

then we cannot count on you 
li t 


or 


Count on me. Wat for? fhe onees vitally con-erned are Bro Morris 
end iss Vern n. ‘Te 1 it to them, tell it to their feces and not behind 


their backs. 


Hilas 
“@ are here for th t very puropese. 
st 
(ccllsinte houses) Louise, oh Lou 
Lonise 
(in house) Lelie, what is it. 
Met 7 
Thece's & party out here wente to see you 
. Louise 
(@n house) dn just « minute. I'm hel di ng with the dishes. 
lie % 
All right (to men) She’ 1 be out shortly. i'll go an zit Bro 
worris and you kin heve sl] the tun you want {exit 1) 
th od 
that's ene more agin us Siles. 
Silés 
Never fear. the boc rd is behing us and thet is all we need. 
Thad 


This new fr x 
angled Minister o- Our must be made to | 
1& Sé@e the er 
ror or 


an ——— 


I 











26 a ae 
or his ways an this .-«=(gees Louise in door) an this---- 


Louis e : 
_ {pg@use comes cowi © smiles sweetly) Good morning, Mr. Black {nods 
to Thed) -.ve I interrpted « private conversetion? 

Silés 


Yo, not exactly for our talk did end will concern you. That's why 
we asked Muttietocall youe 

Loulice 
Very considerete of you I'm sure. 

Sil as 
I an always considerate of people's ‘eelings, but in the mutvcr We 
hey be cre you todsy I may appeer exceedingly tersh I went you to 
believe me when I sey I em not doing it Irom mere Ghoiceé. 

Nhouise : 
{ heave elways looked upon you as more than « friend kr. Black. You «£:10W 
since daddy Vernon dided you fave attended to cll my business aifeizs. 


Thad 

No 4 all, its that perticular woe Want to know about. 
cui se 

I, I don't auite understand. 
Silas 


The tongue of scandel hs been very busy tor som time NOW, anc that 
hes finally come home to our church Tha is why we were talkng 
it in hand. 
Louise 
and, em the one who has--- 
Thad 
You. are the one the whole tow is telking abou. 
Hblas 
fo put it blun ly meny & Sscandélous story is being told about you. 
Sto -des which if tru. would bar you from the society of our young 
people and would forese us to~--( pause) 
The.d | 
Ye might jest as well sey it Bro. Black~--take awey her member ship 
‘in ocr churche 


Silas . , 
We are heraes spokesmen for the board of trustees of our churche 
For -ome time past demoralizing influences have been at work end if 
allowed to continue, the very toumietio s of our church will totter 
and fall. 





ML se 


ae 


liin 
as your pastor I must say this is the firts time l have besn made 
aware of such. 


PRCT 


rena wr 


Silas 
| It is because of your blindess that the board hes token action. 
| Min 
| In weht way? 

Silas 


We are issuing an ubtimatim. You «ses psestor of should be above the 
eritixzmm you are ceusing. Wewant our minister to dress oS ui Minister 
eam we Went--- 
Thed 
Some goed old fashioned hei] Tires nd brimstone. 
J 06 
You'll get that soon enough Deacon. 
> phe € 
i I'll give it to him now if you sey so Joe. 
Thad 
Young man, I'll have you chruched for that. 
Min 


Gentlemen, if YOu have come 
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27 
wilas | 
Allo me to finish. We ure willing to overlook those shortcomings 
just mentioned. 6 beli ve your beiéer judgenent will fimally prevail 
but when it comee to this youns woman----(polints to Louise. “*ause-<-~ 
no kiddins from no on work to a climax go to it fast) 


Min 
(after short pause X to her) Well, what about this young lady? 
Silas 
are you goint to take your stand at her side? 
Hin 
That's exactly where you are going to find me. 
Louis e 
Mir. Black stateyour cherges this supsense is cilling me. 
Siles 


Je the board of trustees want to k ow why _ou have went to the city 
this summer, whet you did there and why you stayed as long as you did. 
Houise 
I #efuse to tell you. 
hiin 
ie it a crime fora young lady to go te the city 
Nat 
Land sakes, Silas, she saint a baby 
Silas 
It is not going to the city alons, but the peculiar circuns tances 
thet have arisen from her going. 
Min 
in veht way? 
Silas 
In the first place we know she has no relLetions she might have visited. 
she did not go to secure work for she has « tidy sum in the bank 
besides o nin her own homs. During the summer she drew out of the 
baknk almost $500 che s pant the entirs smount in the city. We want 
to know how andnwhy? 
Min 
I still see no reason. 
Silas 
& eertein travelling man who makes our town, and Known to be a lady 
killer. Mr. Wilton you know him? 
Louise 
ijmet bhwm in your stroe, that is all. 
| Silas 
He went to the city ths same time you did. é yuit sis company--- 
whereabouts unknown. For the psast wesc I reve had detectives in the 
city et work. <+hey have searched ev ry hotel] register, ev ry boardning 
house am neo trace of Mics Vernon @an be found. I am not giving you 
idle goessip---I am giving you fects. 
iat 
Speek honey givl and tell him it is a 116. 
Loni se 
I~-~-~[ cannot. {ft want you tall to heer me. it is not rom choice 
I refuse to s.eek out and refute these chreges. ‘gn't you see my heart 


ah 


is bresxing from the silence that is forced upon me {[ cannot understand 


why ir. Black end Mr Tompxins hound me as they do. Ffarnéys - - 

T deserve it, but not in the way they think. The one ambition 

the one dream of my whole life is about to be realized. I omy ask 
you to have faith to trust hep and whether I heve won or lost I 
will tell you all. 





wilas 

This matter has reuchea such a stage it is bsyong the mere 

talking of the word of a wousen who kKoows neither her feather nor mother--- 
y a foundlin: a waif, a nobody. aA wOman who kxows not even hewself 

the blood that flows in her viens. it liay be goud, but the chances 

are it is bad. (Min sttempts to soeak) Don't intermmpt. This sounds 

brutel. It can't be otherwise. Those ars the cirmumstance I spoke 

of that force the issue. The girl muct spéeex out or--- 


Min 

she te 
Silas 

She will be thrown out ofths church and forever be Mm onicast. 
Min 


and your board would condemn a person on mere hearsay, iale gossip 
of lying tongues. 

Silas 
You forget gir, that I have had Gstectives on this cése ani the giri 

| herse]1? refucees either to affirm or to deny. 

that counts for nothing. ‘his is the first time I knew it was the 
business of the ehurchtofhir detectives to ferret out the viees of 
its members. I[ thoawzht the church was to protect and shield as much 
&e possible. I thought the ehurch was to build up, not to teser down 
You are forcing me to believe that our christian religoinon is nothing 
brt canting hy pecrycy 


on Silas 
, It igs not the religoin Bro. HMatiss but the missues we maxes of that 
rel igion. 
Min - 


These charges contain not one epeck of true religion. It smacks of 
the persecution ovure amd simple. ‘Sig strong men sith the power of 
= hoard of trustees behimi them and poor helpless ziynl-<-+ 
am now I want to ask you one yuestion. Why do you texce sucha 
péersenal interest i this matter? It is élmost azind to hatred. 
Shy I ask you? and I demen. © answer. 
Lhad 
J@11 you see-- 
in 
I en not speaking to you? Mr. Bleek is tne heada@ed bréins of this 
effiar. You anmwer my guestion Mr Bleck. 
Silas 
{---I refuse to enswer. 
Min 
Then I reply as you did to this youn: ledy your silence condemns you. 
pilas 
{ em not here to be cross examined. 
Min 
Ever since i have made the acquaintance of Miss Vernon 1 have been 
wonderin: why your great interest. Wheat if Miss Vernon did go to the 
city ens spend the summer. What << she did spend some of her own 
money? That is ho grime and wven if some slight folly of indescretion 
Was committed, where lives the morta] who c¢o0ses not live in a glass 


Nid 





house. 
Siles 
g0O0d christian people have icofhing to conesel, 
“@ iin 
a ve are @ll @gualiy guilty. «Ven you. 
Silas 
} Sirs 
Min 


I made 2 stct ) 
&t6ment of fect, ang Z f12- ete = 
3 ace BY re mts = 





. EE Ten Fa 








. 29 
Do you deny that you havs ever in your life committed an act of folly 
or imescretion you wish Kept a secret? 


(almost sereams } Lao I do. you can't bulldoze me. 

pO you dare me co probs into your life and find out? 

Nor cen you Neashean tue With silly thrests. 

I dere ptulapecnitt $0 mene=--t0 give me that liberty. 

I accspt the Saat camel if «st the end of the thirty cays granted by 
the board you fe 1 to mexe your fact a reality, I shall brand you 


es a falsifier, you shall resign your chureh, and this women shall 
be turned into the strests wher: she belongs. 


hin 

I accept the challengs. Mattie pack my trunk (starts for house) 
Liat 

shere are you going? 
win 


I'm going to the city. and I'm not coming back until---I HaVi NalLedD 


FATIJ Tacs | rT a 
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30 
aC? THREE 


{Lamp on table C low Silas enters rise, tums up lamp X desk fumbles 
in pigeon hole, finds vocument opens starts to read Thad knoexs . 
Dflat Silaes quickly puts peper in poccat. Phad knock gecow time. 

silas Open door flat Shai enters) Come in. Thaddeus. 


lh 
2had , 
Gind& blustery. Wouldn't be Survcised if it blew u@m quite a storm. 
oilas 
Have u cigar? (olfrers vigar has two sits desk) 
» = 


[li gc ye if I lose (Silas lights Thai's cigar. thad smokes in an 
uWkweard manner, sits K of table C) 


oil as 
Nothing beats « good cigar, eSpecailly when its blustery outside. 
1 ne d 


[ rether like'm myself, ut you see i si nt Supposed te smoke'n,gand if 
{ was to git eue-Shed— cuudvht-.- (looks et cigar) Pretty f000 
cigars you have Silzs,. 


Silas 
Just two for wo quarter, Thed. 
Thad 
Goes almighty. you don't say? 
Sli aw | 
it was mighty fine of youto cane over and spend the night with me, 
shad 
i*m allers willin io oblige @ good neighbor. 
Silas 
Do ye koow what night this is? 
‘Theda 


he one before the last of that thirty day eltatun (mis pronounced) 
yOu fave the parsen. 

Silas 
Yes, émd I've got ‘em just where IT want th em 

Vhad 

Enocking off cigur ashes, holds Gigar looking at it p I aint Sot much 
use tor than that breaks the lews of the church. 

Silas , 
Diag you get word to Miss Vemon that i wanted to see here here at tue 
o'clock tonight? 


Thad 
(meds head yes) 
Silas 
“nyOne see you? 
. had 
Rope. + come up through the beck pasture, ine¢y was jest e gittin supper 
Sil us 
“het did you tell her? 
Thad 


*hat yj U had come very imoortant devel opaents of the ease to talk 
Over with her. She suid she'd be here. 

Silas 
(pause, blows smoke) Women were born to be fools. anhyitnine new 
hep pened? 


Pha d 
No whi ng 

Dill as | . 
any news of the arson’ 

Thad 


Not & @crutch sinee -e left for the city 
Siles 





\) 
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31 
Silas 
Just one more day. 4othine to fear trom him. 
| Thed 
(macing gesture with cigar, Mat kneeks flat Thed sits para, lized 
poised in air, pause) 


silas 
Phet can't be Miss ¥ernon 
Thad 
I cint gonna teke no ch nees (thros cigar behind dé@sk sneaks off R) 
Silas 
(calls) Come in (Metilda enters flat wind howis biows in door silas 
rises) Why Matilde, this is a surprise. Won't you sit down? 
(points to cheir 78 of table C, 
lat 
thanks. 
Silas 


dwight € as< as to why I an indebted tor the visit at this hour of the 
night. 

ide 
thet little girl jest left my house. She was in « terrible nervous 
state, When I told her there was no word from Mr. “o-cris she crieéd.e 
She cries most of the time. Her heart is jest a breakin, that's wht 
it is. 

pilas 
Les thet little girl been telling you so.e. ing when she cane to see 
you efter supper? 


Nat 

No, why do you ssk? 
piles 

L didn't know but wh t some sort of a seehem wes bei ne eco ncoked. 
Met : 


No s- heme, Only myseli---a lite long meber ot yours church comes od 
akes you, es 4a forgiven Christian man, to withdraw those charges an 
&11 0W--- 

Silas 
“hen ever & woman acts as she does there is elways a man at the bottom 
of. its 


Hat 

Hor shame Silas. I1 thought you a better man than that. 
Silas ~ 

iy M@enhood is not to he questioned, 
Mat 

it is by me, for any man who would do as you are doing is not & man, 
Thad 

Mi tilda youe- 
Mat 

AN you ever was one. 
Silas 


I um going to do my duty and if tomorrow thie “‘emon giv) fails to 
clear herself of the cherges against her, she will be thwon out or the 
church and your worthy ministe: can hunt himself a new pulpit. 

Mat 
i've still got that hundred acres of bottom luni you have been a! 
Wemtin to bay thease many years. Drop these chrges, an tomorrew 
T*il plece the deed in your hands, 


Silas 

You would try to bribe me? 
Mat 

if it was to save those I love, I'd tyy to bribe an angel. 
Silas 


cCuse ie 
Ne ~ 


we 
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32 
my course. 


Me % 
HO, but God can. ‘roll of thunder; Listen---xs if the voice of god 
hims e1f. 

piles 


(frightened) Do ,ou think I cenbe friehgened by a mere roij 
ao thunder? This travesty is ended, here «md now Ido not forbid 
you my house, but I do bid you good night. 
Mat 
‘exits } 
Silas 
You doen't need to cit uo for me Dexeon you geo on te bed, I['1} 
Join you vresently or call you if needed. Gooi night and pleasant dreams 
Thed 
Seme to you am luck. (exit &) 
Siles ; 
(turns down lamp « little) a sort of a fool, but handy men to have 
around. (looks around extis L gone lone enough to open safe, returns 
with smell strong box places bn desk, Ope s takes OUt papers, 
iooks &t picture, buries face on locket } (Bud knocks ogkéinekeieka_ 
flat starteld rises clutching locket and -apers t+ breast, Bud 
knocks egéin, quickly puts .apers and locket in box snd locks it. 
Bud knocks egain, quickly exit L as he reaches E C bud enters flat 
guiekly wheels) How dare you enter my house? 
Bud 
Vell, I Knoexed three times, then 1 tired ths door and findin it open 
I walked in 
Silas 
i thought I had locked it. 
Bud 
Your thoughts are in a whirl silas. 
~ mls G-6+3- Sigas 
she secéa-g0a-gct cheotdndrifusddtesatinbums by upvehcistdanunumeguace 
Bd ud 3 
the Zag ag Og dpal gs entre Page jagatd jd jajdyagagaya jag; 
Silas 
HHOFEUE Je Ga Ga Fi ja JA gd past jagd jCjayd pagoda yandgajaj 
SSS ISG 09 5 aS 
Bui 


something valuabe@ in that box you'd like so well to hide? 
villas 

None of your business you youn wppstart, I'l] put this in ny 

sufeand then attend to your ease. ‘exit fg) 


Bud - 
(turns up light) Might as well heve a little light on the subjeet 
iy whet a temper that man hes got. (ae enters) Now see here, silas- 
Silas 
sheers ¢o ,ouget the ides of addressing me by my christian name. 
ud | 
thet's the omy christian thing I know about you 
Silas ; 


that will de ;oung man, another remake like that and L*ii th ow you 


out that door. 
3.4 
i cuime here tonight for a double purpose. 
Sil as 
Ye@s. 
Bud 
#iret, concerming the parson. 
Silas 
Yes. 


5 
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53 
bud 
Second and last, but not least, “iss Vernon 
Silas 
Yes. 
Bud 
Sey, can't you s.y antything elee bui yes. 
oilas 
Yes. 
Bud 
ies. 
Silas 
(cnery) *es. 
bud 
are you kidding me? 
Silas 


bo [ look like a wan who would conmdescenad to bandy words with a mere 
boye If you have cous here toharp agian upon that subject of chruching 
Miss Vemon--- you may as well go 

buG 
I'm not amaious about stayin. 1 dun't like your company any more 
then you do mine (X to him serious) Sse here, + went to know 
whet ayou are going to do abou these here church charges. 

Silas 
Just exactly whet the board of trustess demand. 

bud 
That neens “iss Vernon gets xicked out anc the parson gets to hunt 
anothsur berth. 

Dilas 
If the chrages are not cleared up by tomorrow night. 

UG. 
lie Dlack do ,ouk ow wet I think ? If you puil a trick like that 
On the ilimsy eveidsnee jou hive---you « ni Lit to eat stale liver 
with Ben reter's fLleuw bitten ho nd dogs. 

oillaes 
(rises) You imp of satan out of my house and never darken its door 
again. Out I say or I'll forget my self ani (holding selz in) 

Bud 
and whet? (pense) Don't ever vfy any monkey Go odls business with me. 
silas, there might be back action, I ¢ ms to you, & tun in trouble, 
End you give ite the horse Jeaughe £ bive given iy word I['d 
lcesr Louise of ihese ghurges or get you.to withdraw them and 
now yOu, yOu are goin’ to mexe mé out a Liar. 

Silas 
that igs not my Tauit. 

bud 
But it is. fhat's whet I'm txyin to git thomumugh ,our head. You 
son't seaa to understand. Ou're the main syuseze, the head ring 
mgster, you're the whol works. Come clean Si and tell little Buddy 
the whole truth. | 

oilss 
There's the door (to fFlet) Go! 

Bud 
i‘ll give you one more chime, are you goin to do the squere thing 
in this? 


silas 
Or the last time i sh w you the door, 

bud 
Li right jW-~I'll go (said mournfully ae he goes out, Lut yuickly 
urns before Siles can s.euk and speaks full of Life) But Ili some back 


b 
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oi as 
(sloms d or in face locks doory wiges sWeat, totters land dite at 
desk) I trust to the Lord tot's the last lunutic tonignt. iy nerves 
are Sill umstrume. i wish I wers é drinking — T need & 2 0ca 
stiff bracer. and tmorrow night ends it ell Ueghe i Wish it 
were ovcr tonight. Sometimes I think the game is not worth the candle. 
(vises) Bah? I'll not be becten by « chit of a girl (looks et wateh) 
Ten c'eclock, she shold be here, oh well, Women nev. Yr were knOWB to be 
on time---(Touise knocks flat) (starts pause goes to flat) iho's there? 
(Louise kaocks faintly) (umloeks door flat Louise enters he quickly — 
lokes door) You are on time, 


Touse 

Is that necessary (indieating locked door) 
Sliags 

Yee. You are sufe. tou nedd heave no Lear, 
Louise 


(great storm es she nterd getting fiereer till end of act) I cannot 
umerstam tne cuues or need ler all this secrecy. 
Silas 
Ié-ghell all be expluined. directly. Won't you be seated (points 
d¢ee#- chair 3 tablo C these simple directions sre iven 
with view of tent or sma 1 reps and smell stage no scenery an little 
furniture, sach scene end bus ean be slaborated} 
Lous ¢ 
(site) Thank you for Ur Black I must ask you to teil me of those 
importent developnentes imeediately. You heve pleced me in a vory 
eempromicing postion. 


Silas 

I heve? 
Louise 

Yes. it was you who sent for me. 
Silas 


Do you always jump .t things blindiy? What eveicéence have you thet I 
sent for you? 
LOUuLs @ 
Deacon Tompkins cams to my home at supper time and said you wentd 
me to call h re at your howe at ten o'clock tonight. 


Sil as 
and yOu ¢alie. 

Louise 
Thy y OU know 1 did. 

Sila 


and — e Deacon Tompkins was lying. Sup voce I did not send for 
you at all. 
Touis @ 
(cises) Is this another one of your games? If so I am going home. 
Silas 
(steps her) Don't please, I merely tell you this to show you how wonder 
fully convincing ani i erimin:s ting circumstances can be at times. 
; Louise 
t $en ot understand their applicetion in my case. 
dilas 
Their application applies in any case. 
Zoulge 
£1 ee phbase, “ry “lack, s tate the business that seemingly brought 
ie Lee 


Silas 
I heve done thie to show you tow easily it lay in my power, were I so 
mimied, understan’ I say; were I so minded to blacken and blast your 
reputation beyong..- 


Oe OO Se 
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Louise 
Oh you would not dare. 

Silas 
Cartaihly + would not, but you ara here in my house tonight efter 
the hour of ten---and many things can hapoen,. 

Tuciss 
(frightened) If you wil be so kind cs to stani out of my way I will 
rid your house of my presenes immediatley 

Silas 
(forcse her beck in chair) Sit down Miss Vernon. Don't act like a 
child. You are facing the grevest grisis of your life. Une false nuove 
and you will live to revcret it always if-se I were not intersted in 


y Cur welltere do you thir: I wuld have eent for you to come here 


tonight? 
Lo ise 
Then you did send for me. 
Silas 
Of course I did. 
Louise 
Dic you send for me to discuss my personality? 
Silas 
lo discuss you and our new minister, 
LOU &@ 
Hie=-Mr Morris, you save heard from him 
Sil ses 


I thought that would interest you 


Louise 
he igs fighting in my behalf. Why shouldn't I ghow an interest? 
Silas 
some men will give mu@h for the women they love. 
Loui se 
(rises) Sir you heve no right--- 
Silas 
4ut tut < little gixvl we old folks are not totally blind. But I 
Gidn't mention any names, did I?ll womer if u women would od ag 


L0\. $@ 
‘rises) Ib something wrong with Mir “orrie, is he in trouble? 
F Silas " 


Grented thet he is in trouble. He hes started on a downward path 
thet means rain for his entire cerger, 
uOnise 
If ir. Morris needs me, I will do enything in power to hel > him. 
Silas 
Ifelt sure you would. I felts as if you could be reasoned with 
Lo: ge 
i.-~f do not understand you 
Silas 
it mean: s crifice on your part. Could yoube stron ‘enough to sacrifice 
a few petty things you hold dear in order to-ave the man yOUaa~ 
Louise 
If it is for Mr. Morrig---yes, 
Silas 
{ <new fer sore chout hi mtthen you deo. I no. the honorable family 
he somes fem? af ni motrer had set her heart upon & garser in the 
ministry. It fired hie own seul and became tis life's work--. 
weet repentat sinners unto the foot of the throne of the divine 
master, 
Louise 
it is a noble work. 


Silag 


| 




















wilas , 
4nd now thet work is about to crumble into neothincsness! 4 mithsr'’s 
he.rt borken end youth's fonéest ambitions withered ané pone. 

Loui sé 
I--=f£ cen preyent al] of this? 

Silus 3 
You ean. (tekss folded oaper hands to her) Here is his resignation 
from our chureh a1] written out and only waiting his 


ee j 


Signatrre 
TLe.wise 

Ee will bs foreec to s gn thistf 
pilas 


Not forced, He will do it of his won free will end accord. Bro, 
licrris is a man of his word. Tomorrow expires his lest dya of grace. 
Ee hes teken up the guantlet in your behalf. 4o0u alone kaow 
how hopeless it is. The verdict of the sowud of trustees will not 
be changed. 

Touise 
YO. wont mMe--=you Wend me to--. 

Sides 
Better one go do.n in ruin than tht both shoul stagger against the 
reezs of destruction. Why stay and battle against « fate inexhorable? 
Dro Morris must have for his wive a woman of the very best family. 
One commending the hzienst respsect. Une toward whom the Linzer of 
~cOrn or scandb& has never been gointed. 


LOu $@ 
Don't, donégt! : 
Silas 
4 Loundling, a waif, a nohody could ney r be worth y of be ng a : 


minister's wife, “ctherhood is tre best holy institution on earth. 
if tris foudiin krows net her own blood whet chamees sha takxss in 
the breed of children she places in her huebend's ams? 

Louise 
Stop stop I séy I tave thought of that until it has almost driven me 
iad 

Silas 
“nether Bro Morris returns or not is e question, Youth makes many 
resh promiges. 4 .new it was a women, & woman ss pretty as the 
tirest glimse cf breaking day but even thet c:nnot make up tor 4 ruined 
lite and wreeked ambitions. His love was bie it did much for her he 
loved. fhe gusstion now is can she rise to the hights of suprme 
scerifice ogsave the man she loves? 


Le ul se 

i am strong enoush to mere the sacrifiee. (with effort) 
Siles 

YOu are é noble girl, worthy the love of any man, 
7,8: $e 


i knew it wes wrong for m to stay. I shold have been strong end 
gone «t first. (speaks listlessly) 1 thank vod you have ghown me the 
wey before it wag too tate. I will leave tonizht-=--and he will never 
see me again. 
Silas F 
That and that only will simplify matters. Se---i tear up this resignation 
{does so} | 
. Lou se 
4nd el] will be as bevore I[---as it was before? You zive me your word 
of honor? 
Sil as 
i give you my word of honor as & men, end as a @hristian. 
Le .uise 
*hank you, I believe you 
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~ilas . 
Of course you will sed mone,, I have prepersd for that. 
“nui Se 
\cu> prised} You have? 
_ Silas 


C,ly in that if you:ve going tonight, whieh is best, you must have 
money for you: journsy and meet sll your ne@s. I will--- 

| ouise 
fe thank you. Monay is not needed in carryout my decision. I leave 
ana I leave salons, 


Win ister 
(xmecks on door quite a ppase) 
Silas 


mick out this dror, throughteh sitting roon and out into the perior 
and lock the door behind you. (leadin her to door &) 

Touise 
thy should | mn es if I were « criminal? 

Silas 
Kush child---th se circumstances of hich i spokes awhile ago are 
strenzger then eyer, do ot risk all my being childish, foolish (pushes 
her through door ) @ weit fintil I come for you ‘unlocks door 
steps beek es Min enters) You, you here! , - 

Min 
{haggard send pale) Yes, why not? Don't stare at me as if ~ ware a 
grost. : 

Siles 
(beck down stage) You you {hand to throat} You startled nme. 

Min 
ain Iso changed? (stacds with back to door almost era yy int is 

-¢ene by steady uM deaddyc eam) 


— Silas 
Noil wee merely thinking thet was ail] 
Min 
Did ,ou think 1 would fail to come back, fail to ceep my word? 
Sil es 
i know you woulc, that is why I prepared--- 
win 
(guickly} What? 
Silas 
Theat your beard of truetees are etill of the sams mini. 
Min 
{T expected as much, epecailly since the bosré hap vens to be yo 
Siles 
Zhen why come to me? 
Min 
You are the mean with whom [ have to dgal 
| “iles | 
You Jailed in your mission to the city? (amxiously) 
Min 


Yee i tailed. “nd even if success were possibile your detectives 
whe shadowed m-*day and might would have epciled alle Silas Black 
you are not human you sre a fiend. 

Silas 


tA 
b 


"? 

Min 
The wells of your hate go deeper than even I can fethom | have 
studied and studied and vwuzzled on it ntil my rain was on fire, 
[ Sought until the fisht .as ueseless, and then L game back to the 
fountain head, 


“ilas 
whet do you want of ie 9 


- . 
a ye ee a le leet ba ee hie tilt + ae 
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iin : =a 
You end I era going to talk this matter Over. (loeks door, m»ts key 
im pocket) in the orévacy of your home we are going to com bo an: 
understanding. (cones do n more 1ife now ) 


silas 
Do it guickly tnen, for 1 am tired and wish to retire. 
Min 


244 down, sit dow iir Black and listen to me sit down 4 saye 

(ha site desk R) Lheve is no need mincing ma ters or going iuto details 
Haboth know thig ease from every angle, Pub cerha ps what you didn't 
kEuow was that I wae in Love withtne women in the Gagd@. 


Siiss 
Il wight have surmised as much 
Min 
Thet puts a different pense on the mtter, dvesn' L&? 
Silas 
louyv love affairs are no concern of mine. 
Min 


Fo, tut they meke the ineentive the stronger. I love this woman 4s 
wousn was never loved before Tae her away fro. me and it wil 
be like putting the sun at mid day behind a darx cloud. i love terl 
ell you and the women I love you ere pefouline ond besmirehing ner 
Yeputstion , making her name & byword a creature to mock and ScOrmMe 
wilas 
W en you dance you must always ex ects to pay the fiddler. 
Min . 
het is why 1 travelled one thousdnd miles to be here tonight. 
Silas 
Is that meant es a threat? 
Min | 
1 came here to demain justice at your hands, justice for the woman 
i lovee 1 eek nothing for myself, but she must be riented. Ker good 
neme ae4-e must be restored. 
Milas 
will you please tell me how? 
Min 
My retracting you: lying stories. By herdine your board of trustees 
toesthear and telling them the truthe 


 pilas 
It is the turht, Bro Morris that makes facts o£ those lies. 
Jilin 
You lie! (Silses rises Min comes cj] ose to him) De .ou hear me? You lie! 
ovlas 


You are all unmetrune, you are not yourself Bro #orris 896 home to 
hed and tulk it over »ith me tomorrow. 

idin 
No we telk end settle tonight. Silas Blecs you ever leave this 
room unt 1 we come to an agreement. 


Sil es 
Your agreement? 
Min 
Wo, men to man, Wheat any man would do for envinerif hes had ons specc 
of hnmanity in his heert. © &mM appealin: to all thet is good, vO 


eil that ig best in yous Youcennot, youshall wt do this infamous 
Wrong e 
Si ae 
Men, you ave erazy, what you esk ie impossibis. 
Min 
Ju. you can meke it possible and you will. i cam here tonight for 
that purpose without that woman life to me is worthless. 
Silas 
70 1d you dare. | e 














' 
; 


iy 


‘1 dere anything tor 


oF 
iin 
tjoshwoman | love. «cr the jasgt tinue i aSxk you 
Wil] you be Man enouzh to spew oul and save uo woman’ 8 hosort answer 
tins | 
siles 
With my last breath i defy you 
jad 1 
then the rvesgulis be upon your own head. + Gale Here tonight with 
mo der in my heart. i tried you in tne court of men to men anc you 
proved your self to be the cur you have always acted. You are not Tit 
to live. You have taxen my life away from me, now i tacu yours 
Gtews pistol silas cowers in fear) 
- Louise 
(euns from R inbevteween holding up pietol am) Don'ts for God's 
sake #ill., don't (his am lowe s) Would you stin your hand with blood? 


lain 
You, you here (lowers aria to side) No, mov Wie 
oii as 
Let us hope this little Taree is ended. 
abn 
(.s if to himgelf) You hare, you here? 
Ja UL BA 
lt is all easily explained “Vili Ii--= 
din 


No no not now. My head is all ina w irle You here in Silas Black's 
houc¢s at the hour of midnight. I can't understand it. You ami gilas 
Black 

0 ise 
Will] will let me explain 

jad si 
Wo On God (gun falls te Zloor hands cleneh ani both Zists pressed to 
face) Not now nowt now (shudders arms fall to side strugzies for 
Mastery laughs hyetercaully) Bro Black draw uy ay #6Si gnation and 
i will sigg it tomorrow oight--~the end of tiv thirgy cays (as if 
to sell as exits fiat listelessly, the end o. tverything, the end 
of li-_ee (unlocks dour, oxits”~ 

wUULS6 
igtands ee if stone, just begsinning to realize the theughts that 
were in his mind ) | 

341i as 
Still mers of those jittie circunstances 1 tulad you about. 
Jad ulse , 
(lo.ks at him & moment then swiftly out flet slamming door) 
Silas 

(pause then locks door flut looks @&£ L exumines window then 
rurne down light) I wonmier whet the outcome will bee? I don’t like to 
have my life threztened. Oh well all is sais ana shighsge i gues 
I'll retire tO pleesnt dreams (blows out light stumbies as he exits 
right} Dann't. 

bud 
(stomr now a howlin hurricane, thunder on Lightening but not 
enough to drown ection of play enters window lightening a& ce enters 
mask over face old cloihss on use ilah light exits L dull muiiled 
€XplLoeion as O01 sais being blown rushes on I, out window) 

Hilas 
(enter Rin bathrobe, rune cfLf L) yuiek Thad light lemp quieke 

thaed 
(lights lemy) 

bilas 
2 . 
reer. with empty strong 
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CL BOUL 


(MIN DISCOVHRED SISS RasaBING L SOOK FulLlS IN LaP. LOOKS CU INTO 
Spaces. SPHSADS LBOWS ON ENguis CHIN IN HaNDS ) 


baci G 
(enters BR) (Lights low) why, William, «11 alone? 
Bain 
I don't feel a great deal like company 
Meat 
Don't you want the light turned up 
i 
Wot if you olease Mattie it feels resting the way it ise 
biG 
(ito Min band on his sho lder) You poor boy 


Min 
Lts mig nty good Muttis to hayes one LTriend--~just lize you ( places 
hend oo hers on his sho lder looks up at her) 


lute b 
You need wore thai a iviem you need a mother, 
ain 
(eoftliy/ My mother is dead. 
Mal 
I didn't know thet. Youdon'’t know how sorry 1 em, 
| Win 


She died thile 1 was away in the city. She was ths most 
wonderful mother in the world. 
mat 
All motbers are, «illicnm. 
win 
-here is an Old Saying and it must be truem that Goa G uldn't be 
everywhere «t onee, so he made mothers 8 trois her hand) 
Mat 
Thee I had a boy once~--end had he lived he would be almost & 
as old a you 
lin 
Dear Old movher Mut. 
wet | 
always call me that, Will. Let me taxec the Jiaee it only in &@ humble 
way of that moet wonderful mother in the ) oldd. 
iin 
You already have, and ao ons can ever tke it eway from you. (they both 
exit) 
J 08 
(ente-s ¢€ with Bud) I want you to caRry ity, storris’ trunk over to the 
Other room. 


a is 


; 2g = 
Whet do you think 1 ua an e6lephent? 
Jo 
Bow's thai? 
bud 
Only #lephants cerry t@unks. Do ,O0u see any ivory about me \sears hat) 
JOG e 
Il don't snow, Bud. Tass off your het, lets have a look. 
Bud 


(plays with lockst of Silas which he now uses for a watch fob) 
i'm going te kiss you. 
JOS 
You're what? | : 
Bud 
Not & what « kiss, 
| Be (grabs her, bell rings) 


Se 


- bt Ringed Bele hd ee ah, 
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(they teke up stage/ 
jas G 
(enter L ith Thad/ Your conduct needs no axclanation deseon, Il am 





fimm in my resckve. 
i hed ‘ 
But Hatilda *t 
Siias | 
(entews behind Thad) I came here to transact tne most disagreecble 
piece of buciness of my life, to do & thing thet will cause me great 
pain/ | 
Liaé 
[wee jest & Selling hev we ind a christian duty to verforn, 3 
sijles | 
‘ould it be posuible for me to gee the minister? | 
Mat | 
it would. (exit Rj | 
4 eG | 
its & regular hommet's nest, “ilas. 
»ilas 


I won't be lomg in vemoving the sting. ‘they are alvogether too 
upish to suit me. I['il teke them down a pag or two. 
(enter «< followed by minister takes down) Here is your man. 





Silas 
I sup ose ,;ou know Whet night this is? 
Min 
I Go? 
Silas 
I believe you caid tmt if within thrity days you did not adisapperve 5 
ths cherges our board owde against Miss Louise Vernon, thet you weuald << 
resign from the pastorate of our chureh? ee 
liin 
I did. 
Silas 
OF cougse that was not needed ae charges were going to ba prepared. 
You simply simplified matters. 
Min 
(smiles) the say it is en ill wind that biows Otbody any seod. 
Silas 
It deed not semmts be very serious to )ou 
£2 YU SEAP 
iin. 
sericus? When youerse texring down the- anddestroying the work of thy 
whole life-~ ----I am simply smiling to xeep back the tears. 
Sijas 
That is to be deplored, but duty must be done (takes out paper) I have 
here « written resignation, all it needs ig jour Signature. Tfhit ig 
provided you bave not the pro#f to disayrove ihose Gc ha rges. 
Min 
I heve not. 
siles 
Bhen of course the-e is saothin to be done but spny (Bud do.n Z Joe 
next Thad down “ then Silas 2 cr table C Min & Met littrte behind j ; 
Maw . 
My boy, my boy ‘X to him aras around hia) 
- Win 


Don't mother Mat don’t mace it harder for me than it is. (places her 
Sentiy aside she works back te Liest poction behind Thea and Silas) 
Dud 


to Tips ols 4 
whey ae Bi Sb lockst Essminiy to 


(finger 








ollas 
YOu Gleim to be a man, « throgoubred, lets see what eoloz you ure 
mpide. ‘ou gave your word as a pastor end 4 man---(throvs paper on table 
<ut your name to his resignetion and grove tix t youare a man (to ise 
Spears C Silas holds cut ven iin grabs pen sterts te sign. 

wouigse 
(down grabs paver J/uet cas he ig signing) Stop You must net sign 
this resignation, 





Onnas 
| Louise! 
F Silas 
: fhs devil! (Min ani 581i ag both step beck Jougse behim table) 
Le ise 
thie fe all e babric « tissue of Lelsehoods and ies. 
Si las 
[ Why did you come beck? You broke your word (snarls) 
Louise 
women's instinct it told me you were lyine to ma See! (tears svayer) 
[ téar your lie into « thousand pheces. | 
| Min 
. Louise, what does this mean? | 
¥ | hou s¢ | 


: it means that some dee. gama is being played here. What it is I doen't 
know, Silas Black Bent for me to come to his house at ten o'slock 
lest night. (to Sin) You found me there. ke forced home upon me the 





a Sewth trat if 1 stayed and ou failed in your proof that 1 WOULG riuhn 
Jou, breek your heart as we 1 ag your mother's, ‘Yhrough him I co ns ented 
to go &Wa ---on his word er hono+ thet youwo Jd not be lforead to resing 
your church, le even tore up the real resipnation, 
Silag ; 
“ Very »rettily planned tabluea, but Still I 14 the trump card, : 
tou have cleersd yourself behind a woman's skirgs, Mr Mi nister, but 
tis Wo Men will pay the peneity just the same. Shs shal] bes branded | 
& wonmen wouan of the streets ani this night, by action of the board ge 4 
turned out of the chu eh an Outcast, u nobody. | 
: Min 
(maces Spring toward ~iles ) You fiend! | 
Louse 
(steps in between to Will) Wait! (faces »iles) She will be turned out 
of the chuech provided she refuses to speak out and elesr herself, . 
« Silas . 
tou wouldn't dere think Wheat is at stake, 
| woul ge 
Ll shail clearnmy Bool names in spite of a]] | 
Silas | 
idont care to heur ti then es far aS I'am concerned the matter ic | 
ended; Comes on Deacon {starts ) | 
iin, | 
(ctops him) 4 you don't Siles. tou are going to stgy and hesr this 
thing oute 
| oi) as 
| I'd like to know who Will stop me? 
win 
° (tckes off coat) If you're a better mn than I a@n fou ean 30-6 
3 ad 
f> (after slight pauwe) Let's stay ~iles. 
iin 
Now Miss Vemon, tel] your story. 
Louise 


You koow mos t of it al Peedy, 
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-~6¢e bs dexied me-—-« home and children, Until i «cné@w im 


=2 


 @ cc0Bmen women of te streete, bul engaged in rigebhbgg the wrorg 


Bid 
Yes, end there stands y ur--- 
| ~OHULse 
My Lathe vi a 


me 


444, | 
When i reeched wouah od 1 veelised the crowning joy of sli living was 


' 5 : 
“y | 
“i Mia Mt ¥ Py ' mM | ' 


bleed that folowed in my veins I knew + shodd be denied thei supreme 

hevpinese forever. at the begginning of thie suncer it wes aanounced 

thet Mr. Morrie was coming ofe 48 our Zastor,. It wasn then 1 et 

ke. Wilton thet lad killer drwimer ,ouepoce of. Le wasn t oe drummer 

bt sli, but a detective. 1 told him my story and upgom Ais advice and 

want tc the clty, und placed my case in the hamie of his firm, 

It Zitted in with ancther casa the were worzing on, &ppesred to 

be the came, aii upon tieir advice [ atayed « Sy whereabvuts whre 

to be known te mo ont. @ & sworn to secrecy. I t00k an osth 10 that 

‘effect, I know break thet cath and lose my all in telling you that 
Svent the swamer ia the great city, ot as silase Black @lains, as 


\ 
ad jt i 
ee?) Pe PL Sea bhi an 


pleased upon me by ~wrents [ know not of, (tu.c: payers from broust) 

ive are pap re and letters proving every statement 1 reve ieuie. 
O02 k6és) your church lic ~orris, 1 have chearned my name, but I have 
Leet much. 


| Sud 
(Slaying with fob) Do you knew, Iouise, | don’t think you've lest very 
much | 
bilés 
Wheat effeir af yours is this, you fool? 
id 
In fect. I'm willin* to bet you have won all alongs the line 
/ L&=& 
Mis je all « concocoked seheme ‘sees locket steps stares) I may 
reve filed in doing wh.t I thought wees right, out 1"il eend one 
Li tle bey to the seni entiary for fis fun. ly house wae entered lest 
night, my safe blown open and rebbed---and theve stands the theif 
(points to Bua) 


Bud 

(glaying with fob) “heat proof have youthat I ai the theif? 
SL las 

thet fob, thet Loc.6t that hengs from yow watch 





Bud 2 
fou lief hat is mine I Lought it in Chicego, zs 

Silas = 
You tfef 1+ is mine. 4 have rad it for yeurs + put it in my a 
strong bex last nizht and locxed it in ty Séige 
Ts thers any marc bj which you gen identify it? 

Silas 
Yes, it hae the let..vs DS engraved 04 the back 

Bud | 
{(helés cut locket} I awk you «0 to bear wWi-uness to What he has Séide 
Pris is his Joeket I did ctal from it his esate last night. 

SLLas 
“ma nthe bsck the lie ter DS =e 
Bud eS 
(ovens lecket hands to Louige/ am on toe impida the picture Of-——n = | 

393 . 86 


(opene her locket) The very likeness of the ona found on 
me in the Baskst iy mother, 
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| Bua 
New, her father’s mu werer- (Silas goes for gun Covers Dili; No 

youdont, Silas its the Gonerace Stunt tes you ale 66 jU1lG. abut it 
or L'il-Let dayli¢ ht through youre Op with "oe ( BUTS up hands) Now : 
Gon't ,ou folie get excited, 1 ano. Wind + ui ouing you 11 1 
just stand aside, don t interfere. (g tS behing ~ilas tances awoy gun “a 
$hen behind him) Decorate the gentlemmn---for dlstinguishea sculduggery a 
(Joo does so, : 





} Min 
that ig the meaning of all this? 
| Bud 
(thumb in vest, turns out officec's beage; Detective Govermasnt 


liseensed. Burn's wan. Thats my business in th. city (slilas mazes 
meve to “ud who kes been carelss bud quickly eovers,;, cutting re tless 
Si? he Surns agency has been On this cass Lor years. AMirder 

twenty four years g © Of juh Sloan by Lis pul to obtain ten thousand 
incesh vJohn Sloan, son of “ajor Jean Solaon, vetsran of the Vivila 
car end welthy influentiel end hightly ces pocteé citizen of New Orleans 
tee Thés pel in his mbbery obtianed a co ,y of a Will thus learning tha 
€@ @fhtire fortune of Major “loan avout 47oO.000 in case of Lis death 
Was ic revert to his son Joh, but in the event ci said Son dycng at 
en @lier Gate, ite entire estate Was 40 poss into the possession 


- @£ tee deughier in-lew. Now then the gal begins « frantic hunt to 


im «wife, She is in a saniatrium in 
demented conditcoon. Gne ngut she stole away ta king the echila with 
her, but stwange to sey it left no loop hole ior the law to creep 
in and contest Se jor Sloan died the night deotcrs she le.t and 
had never bhanged his will A short time after the body of & Woman was 
ound im the river, and ¢Glu.med &s “rs »loan, but the child was never 
heard from #1] we had to go by was th locket stevolen at the time of 
the muder, end the locket worn by the teby When last seen to be 
known Im some way this pal learned that the beb; was in tiis town, 
the adopted Zoundling of old seddy Vernon. le imisdiately took up 
his vesidence in this town to finish his critie---io destroy the life 
of thet foundling ur failing in thet te give her a dishonored name. 
C&n remender now the Many G@errow escapes from death Le ise hes had. 
1 then to top it all off, finding he could not kil he resorts to 
asterdly slander to drive her away from howe to a lite of Shamg. 
siles Bleck yOu are thet pal + have @ll the eecessary aocwsents right” 
wre. .(tekes pavers Irom pocket) Let ue read you the lect of that wid 
" Heving no other relatives, in the event oi wy son dying at earlier 
date, and his wils likewise, my enbire estaie shali revert te their 
Gaughter, Dorothy Sioan---bat in ihe event of her death 
without issue~-~--ihats the reas.un why he didn’t want Lo ise to marry 
For iff she at eny time bring dishonor upoi ite fair meme of Sloan 
in the event of such my echiire estate both ,«rsunal and reali shall 
reyert to my son Jonn's true ani noolé friend, Silas Blacke 
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Min 
Hou : 
*. Louise 
Bill. 
Joe 
Bud « 
Bud 
J0@, littic gimme I Mean big gals 
* red 
Come On, Silsse 
Silas 
“nere to? 
Thad 


